
SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 7th JANUARY 2021 BY REMOTE CONFERENCING (ZOOM)

MEETING HELD UNDER THE TERMS OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND POLICE AND CRIME PANELS (CORONAVIRUS) (FLEXIBILITY OF AUTHORITY AND POLICE AND CRIME PANEL MEETINGS) (ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2020
PRESENT: Councillors M Webberley (Chairman), L Gasson (Vice-Chairman), P Aaron, R McNamara, K Ridout, I Suter, Footpaths Officer G Rains, Unitary Councillor P Batstone Clerk D Green

In addition, there was one member of the public present.
655.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Acton
656. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
657. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2020 were approved.
658. MATTERS ARISING: 

The Chairman noted that no further update concerning the SID installation had been received.

The Chairman noted that the issue of the overflowing dog waste bin at the Trailway gate on the Recreation Ground had again been reported to Dorset Waste Partnership; it was observed that the emptying of this had been a problem for some 3 months or so.
The Clerk reported that he had met with a representative from Blaze Contractors to discuss the appearance of the Westleigh building project; he had agreed to board the site up by the end of January 2021 but confirmed that Blaze have no plans, at this stage, to either complete building or dispose of the site. The Clerk noted that Dorset Council are not prepared to take any enforcement action.
The Chairman noted that matters had come to a head at the Westleigh site in terms of flooding and drainage issues, with major work currently being undertaken. The Clerk noted that an emergency notice had also been issued shortly before the PC meeting advising of a complete road closure between 11th and 17th January in relation to a collapsed sewer at this location. Cllr McNamara enquired as to what site access arrangements would be during this period of closure. The Clerk noted that this latest closure is separate from the road re-surfacing closure which will be between the 9th and 12th February 2021. 

659. PUBLIC SESSION

No questions or comments were made.
660. UNITARY COUNCILLORS REPORT

The Unitary Councillor summarised the contents of her written report.

· Dorset Council will operating via Zoom for the foreseeable future, some staff have been diverted to other work in some areas due to Covid-19
· In relation to planning policy, the Local Plan is out for consultation. 

· The Council will agree a budget in February is struggling to meet the present funding deficit and is in discussion with central government

· The Council has agreed to reverse the decision to increase parking charges and extend the length of day where they are applicable, however charges will be introduced on Sundays. A residents shopping permit is still under consideration.

· Holloway Farm discussions are on-going

661. FOOTPATHS

Graham Rains reported that the policy of the Rangers now is to replace stiles with gates; he understands that the stile at Bere Marsh is due to be replaced with a gate in the near future. 
662. PLANNING

There were no new applications to report and no updates in relation to recent applications concerning Wessex Avenue and the proposal for two houses at White Pit.
663. FINANCES

i) a) Retrospective payments approved:

The list of payments had been circulated to councillors in advance. These were APPROVED. 

	Date
	Payee
	Ref
	 Total 
	Reason

	02/12/2020
	Cricket Club
	SO
	 £   333.00 
	Mowing

	07/12/2020
	David Green
	BACS
	 £     77.55 
	Expenses

	10/12/2020
	Jeff Ling
	BACS
	 £   312.00 
	Hedge cutting

	18/12/2020
	The App Office 
	BACS
	 £   420.00 
	App hosting fee

	18/12/2020
	HAGS- SMP Ltd
	BACS
	 £     98.60 
	Repair part

	28/12/2020
	Elite Playground Inspections
	BACS
	 £     30.00 
	Fit part

	28/12/2020
	Gutter & Cladding Company
	BACS
	 £   821.28 
	Pavilion guttering balance

	30/12/2020
	David Green
	BACS
	 £   613.42 
	December 2020 pay


b) Payments approved:

Clerks expenses £ 32.55
c) Budget and Precept approval

The Parish Council budget was agreed and the precept set at £ 32,250. The Clerk noted that the effect of this on Council Tax was minimal. 

664. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK

The Chairman reported that the Tennis Club had asked the Parish Council to release funds it holds on behalf of the Club, in order to partially fund the cost of replacement fencing. The Chairman proposed that in view of the VAT recovery situation, that the supply could be made to the Parish Council who will seek the balance of funds from the Tennis Club. This proposal, which will benefit the Tennis Club, was accepted. The Tennis Club will be advised.
The Chairman reported that new metal guttering had been fitted to the pavilion and hoped that this would be more robust that that previously in place.
665. VILLAGE GATES 
The Chairman noted that the matter of village gates has been discussion at a previous meeting but these had not been freely provided to Shillingstone as they had to other villages under the C13 upgrade scheme. Cllr Gasson thought it was important that consideration should be given to locating a gate at the crossing point at Little Lane. Cllr Suter said that the gates proposal could be considered in the context of the ‘Tommy’ discussions last year and consideration could be given to producing something locally. The Clerk has sought advice from the Community Highways Officer who had suggested that any installation should be looked at later in the year due to Covid-19 difficulties. The Clerk had also spoken to the Dorset Highways sign shop, who will provide quotes and sample designs, they have advised that gates must be plastic to meet safety criteria. Cllr Ridout was suggested that the cost of gates could be community funded or undertaken by the Parish Council. It was RESOLVED to consider this issue further when further information is available. 
666. FAREWELL & THANKS TO RETIRING CHAIRMAN
Cllr Webberley confirmed that this is his last meeting as Chairman and Councillor after 8 years of service. The Council thanked Cllr Webberley for all his work over this period and a presentation of gifts was made. Cllr Batstone thanked Malcolm for his work for the Council and wished him well for the future. 
667. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting was confirmed as being on Thursday 4th February 2021 at 7:30 pm, by Zoom

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:15 p.m.
Signed:                                                              Chairman                              Date:


